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I am grateful that Mr. Lowe pre-

vented the worst on May 17, 2019, and 
welcome his commitment to be a team-
mate in reducing the chances of gun 
tragedies in every school in America. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, 
today, I would like to honor Keanon 
Lowe’s heroism and bravery in tack-
ling a gunman at Parkrose High School 
on May 17, 2019. Mr. Lowe is known for 
being a top wide receiver for University 
of Oregon’s football team and now as a 
popular coach of football and track and 
field at Parkrose High School. He also 
works as a security guard at the 
school. 

On Friday, May 17, a distraught stu-
dent entered a Parkrose classroom 
with a shotgun. Already this year, our 
Nation has watched children die at the 
hands of their armed classmates, in-
cluding two young men who sacrificed 
their lives to stop gunmen and save 
their fellow students. To prevent such 
a tragedy, Mr. Lowe, in a tremendous 
act of courage, tackled the armed stu-
dent and wrestled away the gun before 
anyone could be injured. 

Mr. Lowe put his life on the line to 
protect our students. Mr. Lowe has not 
only guided students on the field, but 
now he has also protected them in the 
classroom. He will no doubt be remem-
bered by those students for the rest of 
their lives as an example of selflessness 
and courage. 

On behalf of all Oregonians, I express 
our deepest gratitude and admiration 
to Mr. Lowe, and thank him for his 
service to Parkrose students, every 
Parkrose family, and all Oregonians. 
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HONORING THE FALLEN POLICE 
OFFICERS OF BUTTE-SILVERBOW 
COUNTY, MONTANA 

Mr. TESTER. Madam President, 
today I wish to honor the memory of 18 
of Butte, America’s finest. 

Since 1892, 18 brave police officers 
have lost their lives in the line of duty 
protecting the people of Butte- 
Silverbow County, the most of any 
county in Montana. 

These men put the lives of others 
above their own, rushing into danger to 
keep their community safe, and paying 
the ultimate sacrifice as a result. 

I want to honor: William F. Jordan; 
Dennis W. Daly; Federick Kranbeck; 
Fred A. Palin; John J. Streb; Joseph A. 
Freshman; Charles E. Streb; Ivan W. 
Lincoln; James H. Pace; Bart J. McCar-
thy; Joseph E. Sage; Batt Arrigoni; 
Jeremiah J. Murphy; Thomas O’Neill; 
Nicholas Aleksich; Colin McMillan; 
Tom Monroe; and David V. Thomas and 
their families and loved ones who sac-
rificed so much as well. 

May their memories never be forgot-
ten. May all current and future peace 
officers in Butte-Silver Bow, around 
Montana, and this Nation return home 
safe at the end of their watches. 

TRIBUTE TO WEST VIRGINIA’S HE-
ROES AND RECOGNIZING THE 
ALWAYS FREE HONOR FLIGHT 
NETWORK 
Mr. MANCHIN. Madam President, 

today I am incredibly honored to rise 
and recognize a group of 23 heroic mili-
tary veterans who will travel from 
West Virginia this week to visit our 
Nation’s Capital as part of the 10th Al-
ways Free Honor Flight. On the occa-
sion of their visit, in which they will 
see for the first time the monuments 
built in their honor, I want to express 
my utmost gratitude to these special 
men and women for their extraordinary 
bravery and patriotism and for their 
noble sacrifice to help keep our coun-
try free. 

I have said this time and time again: 
West Virginia is one of the most patri-
otic States in this great Nation. With 
one of our country’s highest per capita 
rates of military servicemembers and 
veterans, West Virginia is undoubtedly 
one of our Nation’s most patriotic 
States. According to the Department of 
Defense, West Virginia had the highest 
casualty rate in the Nation during the 
Vietnam war, and I am so proud that 
the Honor Flight will allow these West 
Virginia veterans to pay homage to 
their brethren at the Vietnam Wall. 
The 31 veterans participating in this 
week’s Always Free Honor Flight truly 
embody the Mountain State’s history 
and contributions to the safeguarding 
of our American freedoms. 

Our special West Virginians visiting 
this week represent warriors from 23 to 
93 years old and have traveled from all 
parts of our great State, from Beckley 
to Bluefield, Princeton to Cottageville, 
and many places in between. In addi-
tion to our Mountain State veterans, 
six veterans from Virginia and one vet-
eran from Florida will be accom-
panying their West Virginia neighbors 
on the day-long adventure. Of the pa-
triots attending, one served in World 
War II, two served in the Korean war, 
10 served in the Vietnam war, one in 
Vietnam and Desert Storm, one served 
in the Cold war, one served in Desert 
Storm and the Gulf war, two served in 
the war in Afghanistan, and many oth-
ers served between wars. 

I would especially like to recognize 
our World War II veteran who will be 
on this honor flight—93-year-old Allen 
K. Walker who now lives in Beckley 
but is originally from the Mississippi 
Delta. He joined the Navy in Rosedale, 
MS, in 1944. He served as a seaman first 
class stationed in Pearl Harbor, HI. 
Allen is a member of our Nation’s 
Greatest Generation, and their sac-
rifices and valor embody American pa-
triotism. They fought in such a pivotal 
war, in an era that threatened our ex-
istence as a Nation. Unfortunately, as 
the years go by, we are losing so many 
of our World War II veterans, and we 
must show them our utmost gratitude 
each and every day. 

As I mentioned, we will also be joined 
by veterans of the Korean, Vietnam, 
Cold, and Gulf wars. They engaged in 

combat all over the world. They were 
Humvee mechanics, military police of-
ficers, and radio operators. 

Two of our proud veterans here today 
served in the Korean war. One is 86- 
year-old Corporal Paul Clifford Lathey 
from Cottageville, WV. He joined the 
Army in 1953 in Ripley, WV. During his 
time in Korea, he served in the 15th In-
fantry, 3rd Division Fox Company, 
where he treated wounded soldiers in 
MASH units. Our other Korean war 
veteran is 90-year-old Sergeant David 
Shirley Knapp, who was in the Army 
from 1948–1954 and served as a combat 
engineer during the Korean war. 

Another veteran is Charlie R. Lam-
bert from Iaegar, WV, who served in a 
variety of roles during the Vietnam 
war. After he joined the Navy in 1970, 
he served in a ‘‘boots on the ground’’ 
role in Thailand, served on the flight 
deck of the USS Iwo Jima, and volun-
teered to be a member of the Brown 
Water Navy or the forces that patrol 
shallow inland waterways, seizing con-
traband and engaging with the enemy. 
Another brave West Virginian who 
served in Vietnam is Sergeant Robert 
Ortiz, from Premier, WV, who served as 
an infantryman in the 196th Light In-
fantry Brigade, 23rd Infantry Division 
Americal. 

We also have two veterans who 
served in two wars, both from Virginia. 
Sergeant Jackie Thornton of Narrows, 
VA, who served in the Army during 
both the Vietnam and Desert Storm 
wars, as the chaplain’s assistant, as 
well as, Sergeant Steven R. Mitchell of 
Bluefield, VA, who served in the Army 
in both Operation Desert Shield/Storm 
and the Gulf war. 

I would like to also specifically 
honor the youngest veteran we have 
with us today, Sergeant Austin Patrick 
Coleman of Bluefield, WV. He joined 
the Marines in Houston, TX, and served 
his country in Helmand Province Af-
ghanistan as an infantryman, assisting 
the Afghanistan National Army. An-
other veteran of the war in Afghani-
stan here today is Michael ‘‘Doc’’ 
Atwell of Princeton, WV. Doc served in 
the Navy at Camp Dwyer in the 
Helmand Province. He was attached to 
the 1st Tank Battalion RCT7 as a FMF 
corpsman. 

Showing our appreciation to those 
who have served is something that we 
should do each and every day, but 
today is a special day to pay tribute 
and thank those who have volunteered 
to put their lives on the line for our 
freedoms. The memorials our honor 
flight participants will visit today 
serve as an important reminder to us 
all that our freedoms and liberties 
come at a steep cost. However, I know 
our veterans will find special meaning 
and potentially long-lost emotions 
when they tour such touching sites. 

This week’s honor flight and the con-
tinued support of our veterans would 
not be possible without the dedication 
of so many volunteers and caregivers. I 
would like to thank Theresa Riggs, the 
JROTC Cadet from Montcalm High 
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